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The results obtained by Dupuytren and Filiios, with cylindrical weapons are 
hence exceedingly interesting.* Bellemain has also ascertained that muscular 
fibres when divided will unite so perfectly that the point of section cannot be 
found with the microscope. When divided transversely, the scar is scarcely 
ever linear, a consequence of their constant contractions. 

The same tendency exists with tendons and ligamentous tissue, in conse¬ 
quence of their imperfect vitality. The nervous tissue, if not completely di¬ 
vided, also unites again. 

As to the bones, it is highly necessary that the medico-legal examiner should 
familiarize himself with the progressive changes of the callus. The division 
of it by Dupuytren into provisory and perfect callus, should be well understood. 

3. llow long since, has a cicatrix been formed? This must be answered by a 
reference to the facts already stated, in general, the degree of organization is 
the measure. If red, tender to the touch, and covered with scabs, it is recent. 
Its perfect characters have been already mentioned. It is, however, impossible 
to specify precisely the length of time necessary for these changes, and the only 
exception to this is with the bones. For these, authors have assigned exact 
periods of progress. None, however, have invariable terms. Feeble health, an 
irritable temperament, advanced age, unhealthy seasons, and indeed all the 
causes of disease must operate unfavourably, while the presence of any consti¬ 
tutional affection must aggravate and increase the delay in healing. Lastly, the 
degree of vitality in a tissue has some inlluence, as also the functions exercised 
by°a part. A wound in the bowels is slow in healing, from the constant motion 
present, and one in the lower extremities, must require longer time than another 
m the upper, under similar circumstances. 

In legal medicine, cicatrices are to be considered as to their effects on the 
functions of particular organs (local), and on the system generally. Either of 
these may need investigation in questions of damages. Inquire whether they 
are curable or not, whether connected with permanent adhesions, or productive 
of deformity; and also recollect, that an internal injury, though healed, will often 
predispose to disease of the particular cavity. The case is peculiarly uncertain, 
if it continues fistulous. Jlnnales d'Hygiene et de Medecine Legale , April, 1810. 


48. Extensive extravasation of blood in one hemisphere of the brain , without any 
symptom indicative of it during life. —This case is related by Mr. Fowler, ( Lan¬ 
cet , August 8, 1810). The patient, a female aged sixty, had been gradually 
declining in strength for three or four years, and suffered occasional attacks of 
rheumatism. Of late, her symptoms resembled those of subacute inflamma¬ 
tion of the mucous membrane of the stomach. She vomited the blandest arti¬ 
cles. and accompanying these there was a constant and severe headache, over the 
xicrht eyebrow. The headache was, however, always relieved for a time by 
vomitin<r. She continued to fail; and one day, on being taken up stairs, her 
head struck with violence against the staircase. It produced no change in the 
symptoms. There was nothing to indicate an injury or disease of the brain; 
hut she finally sunk fourteen days after the blow. 

On dissection, the stomach was found contracted, and its mucous membrane 
vascular, and there was a tumour adherent to the pylorus and duodenum. I he 
membranes of the brain appeared healthy, and the left hemisphere was of its 
natural appearance, but on opening into the right, several ounces of coagulated 
blood were discovered. The walls of the cavity containing it were of the con¬ 
sistence of cream. . 

Here was an instance, in which the moral and intellectual faculties remained 
sound_where no loss of sensalion or volition had been experienced, and none 


* They ascertained that a weapon perfectly cylindrical and pointed, will produce 
wounds with distinct angles. Sanson, on the other hand, found seven oval wounds, pro¬ 
duced bj a sharp toil on the body of a female who had been assassinated. 
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of the senses impaired, except a slight weakness of vision, and yet the brain 
was extensively disorganized. 

The blood had merely separated into serum and crassamentum. 

This case is interesting, in a medico-legal view (if we allow that the blood 
may have been extravasated during fourteen days,) from the accidental occur¬ 
rence of the blow on the head. T. R. B. 

49. Memoir on Feigned Diseases. By M. Ollivier, (D’Angcrs.)—Dr. Olli- 
vier divides these into three classes; the pretended, the produced, ( provoquks ,) 
and the feigned strictly so called. 

To the first class belong all the varieties of pain, as neuralgia, rheumatism, 
&c., lameness and injuries from falls or blows. The difficulty in deciding on 
these arises from the absence of external indications, and the fact that the symp¬ 
toms may long continue without producing any manifest change. In all cases, 
the character of the patient, and the motives by which he may be influenced 
should be considered. 

In induced or produced diseases, the point to bn decided by the medical exa¬ 
miner is, whether the complaint which actually exists has been caused by foul 
means. Thus amaurosis lias been attempted to be feigned by the repeated 
application of belladonna, and ophthalmia by the use of irritants. Cases of this 
description require narrow watching. The dilatation of the pupil will subside 
in a few hours unless the belladonna be reapplied, and ophthalmia will also run 
its usual course if the irritation be discontinued. Dr. Ollivier mentions an af¬ 
fecting case of an individual who, in order to avoid the conscription, had his eye 
cauterized. It ended in blindness, and the subject in despair committed suicide. 
Mutilations and wounds belong also to tins class. A female stated that in re¬ 
sisting an attempted robbery, a pistol had been discharged at. her at a very short 
distance, and that she was wounded. She could exhibit no mark except a very 
slight one on the chin. Nc trace of powder could be discerned on her skin, nor 
on that of an infant which she bore on her right arm. The dress also where it 
was injured resembled Tather the effects of burning than of a fire-arm. It was 
doubtless a case in which the individual endeavoured to excite some interest in 
her favour or to attract notice. 

The following, however, has a more malignant character. A female was 

accidentally injured by a carriage in the streets of Paris. Madame C-, the 

owner, removed her immediately to the royal Maison dc Sonic , where she was 
carefully attended. The wounds proved to be merely superficial, and there was 
a prospect of a speedy recovery. Meanwhile some kind friend whispered to 

her that she should demand damages of Madame C-, and accordingly the 

wounds soon became worse. Some that had cicatrized now began to suppurate, 

and violent and constant pain was stated to be present. Madame C- had 

offered a liberal sum in compensation, but a much larger one was now demanded. 

When the cause came before the court, our author was desired to visit the 
invalid. He found her in apparent good health, but on examining the wounds, 
they were all ascertained to be dressed with cpi spastic ointment , and boxes of 
this medicine were seen in the bed and on the night tabic. In this manner the 
illness had been prolonged. The court at once dismissed the application for 
increased damages. 

In the third class occur those cases of refined ingenuity which often baffle the 
most acute observer. We have cause for suspicion when the symptoms conti¬ 
nue most obstinately stationary, and yet the individual continues to enjoy good 
health. This to the public would seem to prove the reality of the disease, 
although it in fact only shows the perseverance of the simulator. 

Drs. Jacquemin and Ollivier were ordered, in April 1840, to visit in prison a 
man named Guignard, aged fifty years, who had been repeatedly found begging 
in various parts of Paris, and while doing so was attacked with vomiting of 
blood, swelling of the abdomen and epilepsy. 

It would seem that some weeks previous, being taken in the street with 
hajmatemesis, he was conveyed to the Hospital of Charity. Bouillaud, after 



